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support in the returns, showing the purchases made abroad
by our Government Departments. The Post Office alone
bought over two thousand pounds worth of vulcanite on the
Continent in 1905, and if returns could be obtained from the
electrical industries generally they would bear witness in a
startling manner to the amount of money which goes to
the Continent in this connection. With regard to the
chemical industry, vulcanite appliances, such as pumps,
rods, tubes, etc., are used more particularly in the manu-
facture of fine chemicals for pharmaceutical purposes, a
branch which has never, attained-in Great Britain the
importance it has assumed in Germany; therefore, before
the rise of the electrical industry, there was no great induce-
ment to British rubber manufacturers to take up the
branch. Another and more important point is that the manu-
facture, particularly as regards the polishing of the material,
is by no means generally understood. The polishing of
vulcanite goods is an art, and the exact details necessary
for complete success must be considered even at this day to
come in the category of trade secrets. But supposing that
the methods followed are known to all, the cheap home
labour by which the polishing of the goods has been so
largely carried out in Germany in the past has not been
available to British producers. At the present day the art
of polishing vulcanite is not of quite the same importance as
in the early days of the industry when vulcanite jewellery -
was so much in demand. In many cases to-day, notably
for battery cells, the polishing process is dispensed with,
the cost of the article being thereby greatly reduced. Of
special note in the vulcanite manufacture is the firm of Dr.
Heinrich Traun und Sohn, of Hamburg, in which the